
A At the camp's graduation ceremony, a triumphant young camper receives 
an award from Gonzales, Texas, Lodge ER Terry Bowman (right), while 
Michea! Peralta, the camp's head male counselor, looks Oil. 

>­
Jennifer Anderson, executive director of the Texas Elks Summer 

Camp, stands next to the happy recipient of the Ultimate 
Camper Award, which is given to the one camper who really 

shines throughout the week and strives to help others. 

"My favorite part would have to be they do best, like swimming, dancing, 
going to Barton Springs," says his or helping their fellow campers. While 
brother, Matthew. In addition to the proud Elks members and parents look 
Austin water park, the ten-year old on in a large hall decorated with the 
camper also got a kick out of the mounted rack of an elk, the kids joke 

classes, games, music, and a very Austin duck tour and the ceramics and giggle and sing before awards are 
popular dance. class. Even with arthritis affecting his handed out by ebullient young counse­

"Mostly the thing I loved about mobility, Matthew says Elks Camp lors. Campers and parents then gather 
camp was the ceramics," says Zach, was an easy place to have fun. "They their things, hug their friends good-bye, 
who is eight years old. With a cookie make it real easy to do stuff you're not and head out to finish their summers. 
in his hands after the graduation good at," he says. It's a scene that takes place at any 
ceremony, he also lists the food as one Before they leave, campers receive other kids' camp, and in Ottine, Texas, 
of the week's high points. awards for things their counselors say that's precisely the point. • 
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A Jennifer Anderson (on the far left} and the entire staff of the Texas Elks Summer Camp make sure that every camper feels 
welcome and cared for while enjoying a safe, yet fun and exciting time during their week at the camp. 


